
Words in Context 
F ind and h igh l ight the fol lowing 
words in the text .
• Decrep it
• Ben ign
• Malevo lent 
What do you th ink they mean?
What words could you replace them 
with?

Retr ieva l  quest ions
1 . Where is Crafty?
2. How long had h is mother been 

dead?
3. D id Crafty want to leave the 

cel lar? .  

I nference quest ions

1 . Has Crafty been in the cel lar a 
long t ime? Support your 
answer with evidence from 
the text .

2 . F ind three pieces of evidence 
which suggests th is a fantasy 
story .

3 . F ind evidence to suggest the 
cupboard had previously been 
magica l . .

4 . What t ime of day is it? 
Support your answer with 
evidence from the text .  

Cho ice quest ions
1 . What word in the text mean ‘a 

place of safety’ .
2. The author uses 

personif icat ion in the 2 nd

paragraph – can you ident ify 
it? What effect does it have?

Cha l lenge quest ion
What effect does the f irst l ine of 
the extract have on the reader?
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