
Subject: Geography            Overview with National Curriculum Objectives 
  

Oughton Primary and Nursery School Geography Overview 

Geography Intent 

We believe that a high-quality Geography education inspires a curiosity and fascination about the world we live in and develops 
contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine.  At Oughton, we enable children to 
understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human features of the world and how these are interdependent and how they 
bring about spatial variation and change over time. Throughout their time at Oughton, children have opportunities to develop an interest 
in Geography, which increases their understanding of their local environment and beyond. 
We aim to ensure children:  

- develop contextual knowledge of their immediate location and beyond, including their defining physical and human 
characteristics. 

- understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world. 

- become confident in a range of geographical skills, including fieldwork, to enable them to ask and answer questions, 
interpret different sources and analyse a range of geographical data.  

- communicate geographical information in a variety of ways. 
 
We are following the National Curriculum in Geography for Years 1 to 6 and we use Collins as a scheme, which builds upon knowledge 
and skills. Each Year group follows this scheme, incorporating 3 lines of enquiry. We assess using our Knowledge sheets alongside skills 
within Geography. Our Knowledge Sheets highlight the core knowledge to be taught within each unit of work.  
 
Early Years follows the EYFS curriculum focusing on Understanding the World.  
 

Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Early Years 
Foundation  

 
 

Statutory focus linking Understanding of the World:  
Know some similarities & differences between the natural world around them & contrasting environments, drawing on their 
experiences & what has been read in class 
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons 



Subject: Geography            Overview with National Curriculum Objectives 
  

Oughton Primary and Nursery School Geography Overview 

Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery • Comment and ask questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live or the natural world 
• Talk about some of the things they have observed in different places 
• Comments & asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live or the natural world 
• Make imaginative & complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks & construction kits, such as a city with different buildings & a park 
• Observe and identify features in the place they live and the natural world.   
• Use diverse range of props, photos, books to notice & talk about similarities & differences 
• Find out about their environment and talk about features they like and dislike 

 

Reception • Observe, find out about and identify features in the place they live and in the natural world.   
• Find out about their environment and talk about those features they like/dislike.   
• Explore their local environment and talk about the changes they see.   
• Talk about the similarities and differences between them and their friends and well as looking at photos of children and 

places around the world. 
• Recognise some similarities & differences between life in this country & life in other countries 
• Examine change over time. 
• Explain that human activity can influence and impact on the world, meaning that things happen as a result of our actions 
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Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 What is the Geography of where I live? 
 

 Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans  

 Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four countries 
and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

 Understand geographical similarities 
and differences through studying the 
human and physical geography of 
the local area. 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary 
to refer to key physical and human 
features. 

 Geographical skills:  

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its countries, 
as well as the countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key stage  

 Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills 
to study the geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment. 

 
  
 

How does the weather affect our lives? 
 

 Name and locate the world’s oceans 
and continents. 

 Identify daily and seasonal weather 
patterns in the UK and the location of 
hot and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the North 
and South Poles  

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to key physical and human 
features. 

 Geographical skills:  

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 
the United Kingdom and its countries, as well 
as the countries, continents and oceans 
studied at this key stage  

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives 
to recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 
study the key human and physical features of 
environments. 

 
  
 

Why do we love to be beside the 
seaside? 

 
 Name and locate the world’s seven 

continents and five oceans  

 Name, locate and identify characteristics 
of the four countries and capital cities of 
the United Kingdom and its surrounding 
seas 

 Identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the Equator and the North 
and South Poles  

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to key physical and human features. 

Geographical skills:  

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans studied at KS 1  

 Use simple compass directions and 
locational and directional language to 
describe the location of features and 
routes on a map  

 Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features; 
devise a simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key  

 Use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the key human and physical 
features of environments. 
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Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 2 Why don’t penguins need to fly? 
 

 Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. 

 Identify daily and seasonal weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and 
the location of hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to the Equator 
and the north and south poles. 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary 
to refer to key physical and human 
features. 

Geographical skills:  

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its countries, 
as well as the countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key stage  

 Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features 

 Use simple observational skills to study key 
human and physical features of 
environments. 

 

 
 

How does Kampong Ayer compare to 
where I live? 

 

 Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics 
of the four countries and capital cities of 
the United Kingdom and its surrounding 
seas.  

 Identify daily and seasonal weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the Equator and the north 
and south poles. 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to key physical and human features. 

 Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human 
and physical geography of a small area of 
the United Kingdom, and of a small area in 
a contrasting non-European country.   

Geographical skills:  

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans studied at this key 
stage  

 Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features 

 Use simple observational skills to study 
key human and physical features of 
environments. 

Why does it matter where our food 
comes from? 

 Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics 
of the four countries and capital cities of 
the United Kingdom and its surrounding 
seas.  

 Identify daily and seasonal weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the Equator and the north 
and south poles. 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to key physical and human features. 

Geographical skills:    

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans studied at KS 1 

 Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features 

 Use simple observational skills to study 
key human and physical features of 
environments. 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of their 
school and its grounds and the key human 
and physical features of its surrounding 
environment. 
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Year 3 Why do people live in Megacities? 
 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 
on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 
North and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities  

 Name and locate counties and cities of the UK, 
geographical regions and their identifying human 
and physical characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how 
some aspects have changed over time  

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (day 
and night)  

 Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region on the UK, region in 
Europe & region in North / South USA. 

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  

 human geography, including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water  

Geographical skills:  

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied  

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-
figure grid references, symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world  

  

Why do some earthquakes cause more 
damage than others? 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps 
to focus on Europe and North and South 
America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities  

 Identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (incl day and 
night)  

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle  

 human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water  

Geographical skills:  

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied  

 Use the eight points of a compass, four 
and six-figure grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom and the wider world  

 

How can we live more sustainably? 
 

 Locate the world’s countries, using 
maps to focus on Europe and North 
and South America, concentrating on 
their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities  

 Identify the position and significance 
of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (incl day and night)  

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle  

 human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and 
water  

Geographical skills:  

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied  

 Use the eight points of a compass, four 
and six-figure grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom and the wider world  
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Year 4 Beyond the Magic Kingdom 
 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps 

to focus on Europe and North and South 
America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major 
cities  

 Identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (incl day and night)  

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle  

 human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

 Understand geographical similarities and 
differences of a region of the UK and a 
region within North or South America 

 Geographical skills:  

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied  

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and 
six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) 
to build their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world  

How and why is my local environment 
changing? 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to 
focus on Europe and North and South 
America, concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities  

 Identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (incl day and night)  

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle  

 human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Geographical skills:  

 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied.  

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and 
six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) 
to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom 
and the wider world  

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record 
and present the human and physical features 
in the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies  

Why are jungles so wet and deserts so 
dry? 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to 
focus on Europe (including the location of 
Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, 
key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities  

 Name and locate counties and cities of the 
United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics, 
key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time  

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night)  

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water 
cycle  

 human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Geographical skills:  
 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied.  

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and 
six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) 
to build their knowledge of the UK and the 
wider world  



Subject: Geography            Overview with National Curriculum Objectives 
  

Oughton Primary and Nursery School Geography Overview 

Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 5 Who are Britain’s National Parks for? 
 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to 
focus on Europe and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, 
key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities  

 Name and locate counties and cities of the 
United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics, 
key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night)  

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  

 human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Geographical skills:  

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe 
features studied.  

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-
figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the United Kingdom 
and the wider world  

Why are Mountains so important? 
 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to 

focus on Europe and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, 
key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities  

 Name and locate counties and cities of the 
United Kingdom, geographical regions and 
their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), 
and land-use patterns and understand how 
some of these aspects have changed over 
time.  

 Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and 
a region within North or South America  

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water 
cycle  

 human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Geographical skills:  

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe 
features studied.  

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and 
six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) 
to build their knowledge of the UK and the 
wider world  

 

How do volcanoes affect the lives of 
people living on Hiemaey, Iceland? 

 The countries (including the location 
of Russia), major cities and key 
physical and human geography of 
Europe. 

 Identify the position and significance 
of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including day and 
night)  

 Understand geographical similarities 
and differences through the study of 
human and physical geography of a 
region in a European country  

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: climate 
zones and volcanoes  

 human geography, including: 
economic activity and trade links, and 
the distribution of natural resources 
including energy 

Geographical skills:  

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied.  



Subject: Geography            Overview with National Curriculum Objectives 
  

Oughton Primary and Nursery School Geography Overview 

Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 6 Why is fair trade fair? 
 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to 

focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia) and North and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental regions, 

key physical and human characteristics, 

countries and major cities.  

 Describe and understand key aspects of: 

Human geography, including: types of 

settlement and 

land use, economic activity including trade 

links, and the  

distribution of natural resources including 

energy, food, 

minerals and water. 

Geographical skills:  

 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied.  
Use the eight points of a compass, four and 
six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) 
to build their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world  

How is climate change affecting the 
World? 

 

 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 

on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 

North / South USA, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical & human 

characteristics, countries / major cities.  

 Name and locate counties and cities of the United 

Kingdom, geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical characteristics, 

key topographical features (including hills, 

mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and understand how some aspects have 

changed over time.  

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night)  

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  

 human geography, including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills:  

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied.  

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-
figure grid references, symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world   

 What is a river? 
 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the 

UK, geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical 

characteristics, key topographical features 

(including hills, mountains, coasts and 

rivers), and land-use patterns; and 

understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time.  

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle  

 human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Geographical skills:  
 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied.  

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and 
six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world  
Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record 
and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, plans and 

graphs, and digital technologies.  
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At Oughton, our Geography Curriculum follows the Geography Collins Scheme of work which shows progression and the building of skills 
following the National Curriculum. The topics in each year may change term. Our Knowledge Sheets complement this overview and 
focus on the core knowledge, key vocabulary and prior learning.  
 
We comply with the Equality Act 2010 and the Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulation 2014 by ensuring that the Geography 
Curriculum is accessible for all learners through adaptations to meet the needs of our children.  
 
Promoting British Values at Oughton Primary and Nursery School:  
 
There are opportunities for the promotion of British Values throughout the Geography Curriculum, focusing on: 
Democracy, The Rule of Law, Individual Liberty, Mutual Respect, Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs 
 
Geography promotes these values through discussions and enquiries, understanding how people live. The Rule of Law is demonstrated 
through the rules across the world. Geography promotes diversity and gives our children an understanding of the wider world.  
 

Parents / Carers - if you wish to find out more about our Geography Curriculum, please email admin@oughton.herts.sch.uk and ask the 
Geography Subject Leader to contact you.  
 

mailto:admin@oughton.herts.sch.uk

